Finding Common Ground

Up Front

EXCITINGS$SNEWS We have previously shared that
we are in active discussions with a national lender the
we believe will lead to our longnticipated housing
construction loan. This good news is now accompani
by yet further**REALLY STUPENDOUS NEWS One
of the challenges we face is the need to complete our
pre-development engineering and architecture before
we can submit our final loan application to HUD (our
loan guarantor).This has always seemed formidable
because of the anticipated costs (in excess of $150,0\
ENTER THE 0 CAhishastiveck,onve ! !
announced that an anonymous CGEV Member has
generously agreed to cover the cost of two leatated
expenses (totaling about $16,00(ven morethis
Member issued @hallenge to us: For every new
investment in our LLC, the Catalysgreeed, QUITE
REMARKABLY, to match that investmenrio4l! To
illustrate, if you become a new LLC investor at the
minimum $5,000 level, the Catalyst will invest an
additional $20,000! Your $5,000 immediately becomg
$25,000 through the generous match!hd&se dollars
will go to a restricted fund that will underwrite our pre
development obligationsOur goal for this breathtaking
matching initiative is to raises $200,00@: . YET
MORE GOOD Wikhiwdays, several members
stepped forward to accept the cHahge and have
pledged to become new LLC investors. This places |
confidently on the path to meeting our $200K go®lVill
you please consider joining these generous new
Investors’> Contact PauLVoss voss@hawkweed net

2%

The wood gnm iwatching!

COMMON GROUND CALENDAR

Large Twayblade, one of our native orchiBanner Hope
& Michellegaz into the dazzling wetlan@photos by Jess)

GET INVOLVED!

Contact any of th€ircleleaderslisted below (1 K S & Qf
happy to talkwith you! Note: all events are open to
everyoneaunless otherwise indicatedviost (but not all!)
Circle metings are happening vidoom You must RSVP!

GOOGLE CALENDARNK courtesy of Ren
https://tinyurl.com/CGEMCalendar

COMMUNITY EVENTSSNAPSHOT
Full details revealed in the Calendar

Happy Hangout Wesl, June 2, 9, 16, 23, 38;8pm

Racial Awareness Reading and Reflection Group,
Mondays,June 7 14, 21, 28,6:30-7:30pm

Heart Sharing CirclelJune 117-9:30pm



https://tinyurl.com/CGEV-Calendar

Do you like to go for walks and hikesPhen how about | P&DEcd/illage NewsJune 124-5:30pm-ish

visiting beautiful places with other CGEV membeds?a| Fresh Take Info Sessipfune 194-5:30pm

group we can explore the area, be in touch with natur Simpler LivingEarth SkillSunday Bird Language
and get to know one otherMonthly outings will be June 209:30r 11:30am on the land

posted on our google caldar and appear in the 126 G2 . SO&BYI% I ééf[)xﬂj@(l- ft
newsletter. Margaret A. will be coordinating this effort, June20, 3-4:30pm at the Nest, next to the land

which is sponsored by M&M. Contact her at . .
bktitle@gmail.comand let her know where you would SummersSolsticeGathering June 205pmconvene

like to go, and how Iong/far you prefm hikel 6pm potluckon the land
) ? : LastSaturday The MembeshipBuzz June 26

3-5pm
SAVE THE DATEaturday, July EelebrationOpen
House and Workrolicon the Land!

HAPPY HANGOUT WEDNESDAYS
Membership & Marketingircle

- v o SRR Wednesdaysjune 2, 9, 16, 23, 388pmvia Zoom
Jess & Michelle W|tnesss| Eastern Painteciiftle Iayand buryfive RSVP to Refor information and arecurringZoom
eggs at the Nest! . .

link: renenberg.cqge@gmail.com

Comemeet for an hour of unstructured social time
CIRCLENEWS (No agendas! Yay!'\atch for an email that includes
Membership & Marketing: The most exciting news for | our recurring zoom link weekly reminders will no
May is that26 memberhouseholds have returned Pre | longer be sentNo RSVP required. All membare
Reservation Surveysdicating their strong welcome, and longime members are encouraged tq
commitments to living in the VillageA U Qa | 3| attend so new members can get to know ymo!
and about half of what we needl'he Marketing and
Branding workgro_up is gear_ed up to make the websitq PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT CIRCLE

even more engaging and with a message that speaks _ _ _
diversepeople seekig community. Plans are afoot to T WednesdayJune 26:30-8:30pmviaZoom

launch amonthly Open Houséoth on the Land and 1 Sunday, June 18,30-8:30pmviaZoom
virtually beginning in JulyThanks to small work groups 1 Wednesday,June 236:30-8:30pmviaZoom
working busilyspecial tasks likapdating Member RSVRo Anthony: weston@elon.edu

biosfor the website are moving forward. Expect to be | Observers argerywelcome, with RSVP
contacted soon to sign up for a fun (and painless)

experience. M&M igperating on all cylinders to
support members in their advancement processes. MEﬂM EEJRrsSd:I/PJﬁLn':I?I;pﬁEV-:—;I;ﬁ)n?IRCLE

Margret & Jeffryadvanced to Engaged leviel May
and seveal more are in the pipeline. Finally, our Circle 1 Thursday, June 10;9m via Zoom

swelled with two new wonderful members in May. RSVP to Lis&V/elcome@commonground.eco
Yay! We are grateful for their energy and talents and | Contact Lisa if you would like to observe a meeting

Welcom others to join in this very important work. We are very actively seeking new members

MARKETING & BRANDING GROUP
Membership & Marketing Circle

Mondays June 7, 14, 21, 28;4m via Zoom
RSVRo Lisa:Welcome@commonground.eco
¢CKAA 3INRdAzLI Aa F2NJ e2dz A
| | 2dzii 0o2dzi / D9+ 2 SQNB
Margret HJeffry o Seing Stars Fameive laish apreciation the website team and social media channels, amor,
from members for all they have meant to CGEV so far.



mailto:bktitle@gmail.com
mailto:renenberg.cge@gmail.com
mailto:weston@elon.edu

Governance & Trainingdave, Theresa, and Hope
offered a terrificlast Saturday sessiamn how to
facilitatet and participate im meetings to get the

most out of our timetogether. Click herefor a link to
the recordingso you can listen and reviethis training.
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J_yNE55PZOL3tMAA
_OKdK5gUWMUjGeA/view) 2 SQNB 0 K NX f f
announce thaG&T has established anformation
Technology SubCircléed by Quajto bring order and
coherence to ouadministrativeand communications
systems.2 S QNX & BvBrioke yolks tdelp us to
achieve more clarity and connectibi©ontact Quai at
guaifranklin@gmail.com Speaking of connection, at
the Simpler hiing: Earth Skills Sunday, guided by Dav
we explored whabird languagereveals about the
G2NI R I NRPdzyR dza o LG oI &
it again in Junle Comelearn what therobin knows.

Dave tells stories about whitie myria birdsoundswe hermay )
be telling us (photo by Margret). Join Dave againlune20.

Planning& Development: On the financial sidave
are poised to sign the Engagement Letter that will
begin the process of our loan application through
Centennial Mortgagegssentially putting us on a one
year schedule toward beginnimgsidential
construction! You read about the amazing news abou
pre-development funding above. Andamy, many
other pieces have to be moved into place for the loan
to be approved

1 Gompletion of engineering and architectural
planning
Membership building
Advancement of significant numbers of new
members to Engaged Level and into major
financial commitment

9 Finalizjng co-op by-laws

1 Etc,, etc.
Everyone has a part to play in this great ment!
Other major current P&D initiatives includevisiting
the schematic architectur® 2 SONB az2ftaA
residential designs and are reviewing othatsng with

)l
)l

other initiatives. Contact Lisa for more

informationt this could be just thécket for YOU!

Blazing Fire Pinbn the McGowan Creek Trail (photo by Jess)

RACIAL AWARENESS READING &

REFLECTION GROUP

Membership & Marketing Circle

Mondays,June 7 14, 21, 28,6:30-7:30pmvia Zoom
Contact Lisa alvelcome@commonground.eto sign
up & receive a linkFree of charge, & donations
requested onc@-month

LAND STEWARDSHIP CIRCLE
TuesdayJune 8 7-8:30pm
RSVP to RandytoddDOTrandyATgmailDOTcom

Observers are welcom&lote: we may mowve
meetings to the land To decideye need to know if
you can attend only via Zoom, or if a meeting on th
land works for youDue to iffy internet on the land,
AGQa |y S.ASpkeSshRSVRIASARA v 3

HEART SHARING CIRCLE

Marketing & MembershifCircle

Monthly on 29 Fridays, June 11 7-9:30pmvia Zoom
RSVRo Ren renenberg.cge@gmail.com

Heart Sharing Circles are opportunities to get to kn
other members on a much deeper level as we prag
both compassion andulnerability.We will offer
guestion prompts to help us get starteahdwe also
share whatever is alive for us in this warm and
accepting environment. This is one of the ways we
nourish our communiQ @ots. If you thirst for
genuine connection, joirsuwhenever you can.

6609 cradles frésicedbroccoli &napa cabbage (pho byJohn W
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the CommorHouse. Come to thECOVILLAGE NEWS
EVENDnN Saturday, June 12, to engage in this proces
Policies and procedures for unit choice are being
worked out by a specighsk group shared between
P&D and M&M.With internal and external legal help
we are reviewing drafto-op bylaws. L 4 Qa 32 A
take a village to make one; step forward as you are
ableto bring your unique gifts.

Burgeoningbeaver activity to the east prompBaul, JohiWw., and
Anthonyforge anew,drier-ground path across the wetland.

Land StewardshipWe had a super Memorial
WeekendWork Camp, rain and atl enjoy fun photos

at the end of this newsletter.As has been tr for the
past year or so, there continued to be a good deal
transpiring around the garden/barn vortexzutters
were installed and preparations made to move the
current cistern that has been behind the pump house
over to the barn and put a new FDA/potalater
approved one in its placeNork is proceeding to wire
more of the barn with electricity, and July is schedules

for the PV array installation. Gonzalo and Randy did 4 £

inaugural firing of theéviochar kilrr stay tuned for
more on that! Tere haseen a bit of orchard

expansion, with the addition of 9 raspberry plants and @

two pawpaw trees.

Andfinallyf S Qa I f ¢
warm andhearty welcome to
52dz3Qa ySg Ayl
Struckman, the first intern for
the CGEV farmLara comes to
us from Penndyania,

attracted by this great opportunity to live and work in
community and learn from master farmers.

IN THE KNOW
Have you read/seen/heard something inspiring lately
GKIFIG &82dzQR ftA1S (G2 akKl NH

send in your recommendations fwope

Margret recommend<£ultures of Habitaton Nature,
Culture, and ®ry, By Gary Paul NabhaxThis book

showed up in a box of miscellaneous reading given td

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

ECOVILLAGE NEWS

Saturday June 124-5:30pm-ish, via Zoom

RSVP to Anthonyweston@elon.edu

As we enter this period aftensified planning and
developmentour Circle is offering updatesand
inviting member feedbaak on the second Saturday
of every monthin June, 8 Qf f Teddona 2
architectureand explore the principles and
intentions behind the current desigas well as their
intended functionalityWe want to hear from
members and intended residents aboutdke
designs, from very specific questions (where is the
stove air vent? why is there a door here and not
there?) to larger wishes and hopes for the
residerces. As we begin to visualize ourselves in
these buildings, what comes up? Where might ther
be small changes that could make big differences?

GOVERNANCE & TRAINING CIRCLE
TuesdayJune 15, 5:30:30pmviaZoom

RSVRo Hope: hopematrix@fastmailam

We are seeking new members and you are welcon
to observe!

vy
. A5

& » i
Maria Teresa and Doug h

arvst new pottoe (h(;to by John

FRESH TAKE: An indepth info session
Membership & Marketing Circle

Saturday June 194:00-5:30pm viaZoom

RSVP to LisaWelcome@commonground.eco

¢ KAa a/ f8ibninclndesh up-to-date
2P0SNWASe 2F gKSNB / D9+
you can get involved armbntribute. , 2 dzQf f |

other members and have a chance to gslkstions.
LGQ&a + IAINBLFG @& €SINYy



mailto:hopematrix@fastmail.com

me by my friend Marsha. Even though it is nearly 20
years old, | find it absolutely relevant today. Nabhan i
an ethnobiologist, who in this book concentrates on
Odzt GdzNBa 2F KFEoAGFGéT K
histories of interacting with one particular kind of
terrain and its wildlifet

. A

From HopedDo you know about
Joanna Macy? This 9garold
Buddhist eceactivist coined the
GSNY aGKS DNSBI
Working Joanna changeny life

11 years agand led directly to
my commitment to actualize
CGEVI SNBE Q& | of a&ko
she gave about one of her THREE
new books coming out in 2021A Wild Love for the
World: Joanna Macy on Grief, Gratitude, and
Belonging.Just hearing her voidafused me with
inspiration& made me weep with lovéor the earthé

LOCAL EVENTS TCGEXPAND OUR SOCIAL &

CULTURAL HORIZONS

Is something happening that you want our members t
know about? Please send your listing to Hope by tHe
of each month: hopematrix@fastmail.com

Racial Equity Institute Training

We strongly recommendhese 2dayvirtual trainings as
a way to begin a shared comgation about racism and
socialjustice atCommon Ground Ecovillag€lick
https://www.racialequityinstitute.com/newevents

Foundation for Intentional CommunityResources
FIC offers many short events and continuing courses
are highly relevant to our work at CGEV. Visit this
website fttps://www.ic.org/learn/06 G2 aSS ¢
offer in the months to come SomeJuneofferings.
1 How Housing Policies of the Past Impact the
Diversity of Intentional Communities Todayne
8, 45:30pm EDT
1 Intro to Sociocracy a Dynamic Governance
Model for @mmunities June 11, Ppm EDT
1 Authentic SeHExpression as Foundation for
Communty, June 17, 6pm EDT

Compassionate Connection (aka Nufiolent
Communication or NVC):WednesdayJune 23 7:00-
8:30 pmviaZoon® ¢ KAa Aa GKS a/ f
training/practice group, held online until further notice
Facilitated by Marilyiisrubbs and Lila Rosa. For more
information, emailmarilyngrubbs@gmail.com

SIMPLER LIVING: EARTH SKILLS

SUNDAYi Learning Bird Language
Governance & Training Circle
Sunday,June 209:30-11:30amon the land

RSVP tdave davew@pobox.com

Bird language is used by birds and other animals t¢
communicate what is going on in the environment
around them using sounds and movemeritearn to

tune insoyou will know what is going on around yo

HOWTOBECOME A O0LGOCAL
Sponsored byhe Planning & Developmer&ircle
Sunday, June 2G;4:30pm, at the Nestbythe land
RSVP to Pautoss@hawkweed.net

/ St S ovMakdil Scaligation D&andthe global
movement that aims to restore the community
fabric and humarscale, ecological economies with
focus on local food systemBaul Vossvill provide
an opportunity for a livelyinpersonconversation
o2dzi oKI GO AdG Y $ Bybdngiig2
to lifeour agrarianecovillagewe are already
involvedin this fastgrowing movement Come talk
aboutthe ways thath £ 2 O f A aAfter tziNJ
session, head over to the land for h@mmy
Summer Solstice Gathering

SUMMER SOLSTICEGATHERING
Sponsored by the Membership & Marketing Circle
Sunday, June 26pm to sunset, on the land

RSVP to Margaret Abktitle@gmail.com
TheSummer Solstidslongest day of the year and
the first official day of SummerMeet on the Land to
hang out and enjog casual potluck, fun activities
andto watch the sky for the latest sunset of the yeg
Mosey on over to the land arouradl 5 p.m. after the
oBecome d_ocalist event. Potluck around 6pm.
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MORE MOMENTS from the

MEMORIAL WEEKEND WORK CAMP

Brought to you by the mighty Land Stewardship Circl
Photos by John ii¢hger, Margaret Anderson, Amy Halberstaét,
Hope Horton

Theresa& Amy Nsift the clay; Margaret A. isslip-strawing away

Beloved children grace the yleBobprepares to startnsulatinga
wall with slip straw

GENERAL CIRCLE

Thursday, June 2%;9:15m, viaZoom

RSVRo Bailey:baileygirly@gmail.com

We welcome observers. RSVP two days in advan
receive the agenda, Zoom link, and documents

LAST SATURDAY

The Membership Buzz!

Membership & Marketing Circle

Saturday, June 26;%m via Zoom

RSVP to Lis&V/elcome@commonground.eco
These are exciting times for our community and yo
Membership and Marketing Circle is buzzing with
activity and verynterested in everyone's ideas and
feedback.We'll give an overview of all the ways thi
Circle supports the community and share what we'
actively focused on right now. We'll answer any
guestions you might have about how to advance in
membership, membehip benefits, and also enjoy a|
open brainstorm about how we can work together
market our community's vision and turn it into realif
If you've wondered how to help, even in small wayj
this is the meeting for you!

Quai and Renock thefire drumcircle

Anthony, Randy, and Douglax into the rhythm




